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Using the existing rai greatly
lowers the cost and time of implementa-
tion. Plus, transportation planning
madels show that the projected popula-
tion and job growth is greatest in that
corridor, thus providing more ntial
for economic and tranmt-ur:flnted de-
velopment, not to mention iati
trnﬁé::?;:wmg commuters choices,
improving air quality.
But we have plenty of growth out
west, too, and certainly our share of traf-
fic. So, again, why not here?
The Hamilton Cor to-Downtown
line is seen as the first leg in a region-
wide system. Success there will give us a
track record on which we can build a
that will reach in every direction.
That initial suecess is important to at-
tracting federal funds for expansion. Our
counterparts in Nashville, Tenn., started
with a route in an area that was not
ideal and, as a result, have seen ridership

well below projections. It's unlikely that
hwiﬂnmagtmpanﬁ:rﬂmre
|

?%Ve would strongly advocate for an

dricks County line as soon as
the first leg is successful and that, in the

interim, bus service be expanded
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But it's important that we all take a
bigger view because that will serve us
best in the long run. This includes fund-
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On Friday, the IRTC policy committee
will vote on whether to move forward
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even if on that day we're not riding to
our side of Indianapolis, we will ride
into a future that includes mass transit
for the entire Central Indiana region.
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