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Here’s why metro Ind
should buy mass transit

Indy won't buy mass
transit” While the headline made
us cringe, we have to admit that,
as we read the column, we found
ourselves nodding more than

cringing.
While we inly don't agree
with his overall thesis, we must
that Ryerson did a great job
stripping the

Ryerson's points

one by one.

_ » "We haven't

| built a decent bus
system.” Ryerson

| is right. In terms
of size, Indian-
apolis’ bus fleet is
99th among

America's 100
largest cities. S0, should we aban-
don public transportation? No.
Instead, we should consider mass
transit as part of a comprehen-
sive approach improves all
bus systems in the region along

- with other options.
T says Hoosiers are
too dent, set in their
| ways car-bound to choose
mass transit. Perhaps they have
been in the past, but times are
t changing. For evidence, look at
" the long lines of people waiting
to ride new commuter bus serv-
jces, or at all the communities
clamoring to be next on the list
Fnr&lmservinu.b;heprkenf
independence is oming
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ing number there are no
' yiable options to get to work.

» “We're not about to tax our-
selves more for the benefits we
see going to only a few” No-
body's begging to pay higher
taxes, but we continue to see the
wisdom of a regional ap-

and paying
for services. Think of the airport,
public safety, education and, yes,
even a football stadium. Even if
you don't personally ride a train
or bus to work, you'll enjoy the
benefits of having that service in
your community, in the form of
less-congested roads, safer high-
:ﬁs,inﬂ‘easa:luuunmicﬁtnlit;
more,

» ﬂnymm says our lmn]f-dan-
sity, slow growing, sprawling
population doesn’t create the
proper scenario for mass transit.
demogrlph aren't those of
other cities. But that's OK; what
we learn from other cities is that
a one-solution, cookie-cutter ap-
proach won't work. The
posed system is designed to meet
the unique conditions of Central
;ndiam- And, besides, a smart,
integrated transportation system

W

MY VIEW

can help encourage smarter
and better use of our

» “We don't have a rush hour
in much of our metro area; it's
more like a rush minute.” While
congestion may not gridlock the
entire region now, all you have to
do is listen to radio and TV traf-

band conicerts at night. We're fo-

cusing on areas of real need, not
those places where that “rush

* minute” occurs.

» “We haven't taken even the
easy steps to ease traffic conges-
tion" Yes, other cities have done
more with dedicated lanes and
other traffic-control tools, and
we should consider those as part
of a comprehensive plan. But we
shouldn’t consider any single so-
lution if it means delaying a bet-
ter solution.

» “We're not about to buy into
transit-oriented development.”
That sounds a lot like what peo-
ple were saying a few ago
about Downtown © Monon
Trail development and redevel-
opment projects like Mapleton
Fall Creek.

» “We don't keep or attract
young people” That's right.
Why? In part, because yo
people ssive
areas with amenities such as
mass transit. Providing that kind
of amenity will demonstrate to
young professionals that Indian-
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apolis is ive urban area.
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tations for city services.” You
know what would cure that? A
bold, forward-thinking move

ing that ours is a commu-
nity that leads rather than fol-
lows.

» "We're not very patient”
We'll get lessons in patience if
we plan to hold on to an out-
dated system of public transpor-
tation while waiting for gas
prices, ¢ on, SPrawl and
other prob to simply go

away.

‘While Ryerson’s column might -
have seemed like a declaration
gmtmsramitisdead an ar-

wval in Indianapolis, we saw it
differently. We saw it as a chal-
lenge for us all to overcome the
barriers to mass transit and move
this metropolitan area into the
future, :

Besides, Ryerson ended his
column by deelaring that mass
transit is “an attractive option.”
Once again, we agree, and we
think it's time to make that op-
tian available,

w Altman, a Hamitton County commis-
sioner, is president of CIRTA, the Central
ndiana Regional




